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DESIGMNATION CRDER

By viriue o/ the authority vested in me by Regulation U-4 of the Regulations of
the Secrefary of Agriculture, | hereby designate as the PATAHA BUNCHGRASS
sialiltbachnaingit

RESEARTH NATURAL AREA the Jands described in the preceding report by

—
Michael M. Bauer and David M. Yates, dated April 15, 1588; said lands shall
hereafier bs adminisiersd as o reseorch natural area subject fo the sald

regulations and instructions thersunder.
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Establishment Report
for the
Potaha Bunchg}»ﬂss Research Natural Area
Umatifla Nationa! Fc_res%

Garfield County, Vaoshington

FRINCIPAL DISTINGUISHING FEATURES

Two distinct homogenous vegetative cover types are found within this natura! area.
The principal feaiure includes an outstarding example of bluebunch wheatgrass

13 *

(Agropyron spicatum) and its associated species. This site represenis the extensive

stands of bunchgrass that once covered thousands of square miles of rolling prairie
i_n southeastern Washington ond neighbering ldoho. Now, with the land greaily

mf fered by man, the bunchgrass stends have been modified by invesion of Intredueed
plant specias. Good examples of bunchgrass remaln only in small isolated areas

such as that found ot the E"uicsha site,

In the north and northeastern portions of the ared, o dense canopy of grand fir

Ables grandis) creaies a shadad environment consisting of elk sedee (Corax
(IS grancis g SEUYE LLbTER

geyeri), huckleberry (Vaselnium spp.)and shade tolerant forbs sccupying the

“understory.




LOCATION

The natural area Is lecmea"near the nori;h end of the Blue Mountalns on the Pomeroy
Ranger District, Urmtillo MNational F;:ares.“, and s 18 road miles southeast of Pomeroy,
Washington, 1t 1s in the northwest quarter of Section 1, T, 9 N,, R. 42 E., W. M.,
in Garfield County, and lies on o ridge between the drainoges of Pataha Creck on the
wast and Asotin and Alpowa Creeks to :i‘ne east, Possing near the eost boundary of the
natural area, the fron Spring Read No, N«94 provides the nearest access, The road
turs;\s off State Highway 128 approximately 14 miles south of Pomeroy. Access to the |
area by vehicle from Pomero;lz is easy in the summer, but becomes more difficult in

winier and early spring,
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AREA BY COVER TYPES .

Acras
1. Agropyron spicatum = Poa secunda 33
2. Atles grandis ~ Vaccinium membranaceum 18
‘ o —ar—
Total acres 51

PHYSICAL AND CLIMATIC CONDITIONS

Located af en elevation of 4,500 faet, the nutural area is on gentle ferrain. The
area gradually slopes downhill in all directions from the rather flat eastern boundary.
Toward the south and west sides of the enclosed natural area, the slope rapidly -

steepens as It drops fo Paiaha Creek, less than ene mile away,

Veather records af Feola, only two miles to the north of the natural area, indicole

an average annual precipitation of 23 Inches with an averags snowfall of §9.6 inches.
L8] + v .

Summer temperatures generally vary from lows of 357 F. to highs of 85°F., while in

the winter lows gensrally range from ~10°F, to +25°F. and highs from 20°F. to 500F.

DESCRIPTION OF VALUES - : -

1. Flera
The greatest research value of this natural area Is the buncharass association.
Due fo its largely undisturbed condition, now rare in this region, this ossociajion

shouid be of great Interest o ecologists, botunists, and studenis interested in

learning more about the natural history of the Pacific Northwest,
_ g _ Ty er

The area will be kept in its present condition. This bunchgrass association must

not be altered in tha lzost because of the small size of the grea.
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The grand fir~huckleberry association Is quite common In the northarn Blus
g _ ]

o

Mountains,

Gf&ology

No recent -soil surveys have been made In this area. A very broad soils clessiii-
cation map of the Blue Mountains was prepared by the Washington Agricultural
Experim&n?- Si‘aﬁon and "\Vr‘x:"orshi;'agi‘on State Extension Service at W, 5. U, in 1945,
This map shows that three soil series possibly occur on the si teé ‘Waha, Uaderwood,
and Helmer, The underlylng parent materiol is known to be bosalt, deting hack
to the great Columbla Basalt Flows, Much of the soil is of wind blown voleanic
origin, In the bunchgrass areq, the soil is 127 to 40" deep and welil drained,
contrasting sharply with the shallow, "perched woter table” condition found along

the upper west edge of the site,

Fauna

Ror.iky Mountain elk, white-tailed and mule deer are frequent visitors to the area

during both summer and winter, Under cerfain winter conditions, they may heavils
3 ‘ 7] Y iy 7

araze the bunchorasses, Other animals present include snowshoe hares, squirrels
¢ 3 P y 3G +

chipmunks, mice, and birds of the forest and plains, There have been no known

rodent eruptions in the arza, although under the right conditions those animals

£

with high reproductive potential could over-populate the area,

“An 8B fest high, woven=wire, game-proof fence forms the eostern boundary of the |

natural area, This fence §s designed te keep big game anlmals on the National

-d -
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Forest land and cut & the agriculiural areas to the north of the Forest, In harsh
winters, the fence will couse a heavy concentration of animals on the National

Forest side which results in heavier than normal utilization of the natural creaq,

Minerals

There are no known mineral claims on the notural area site, The northern Blue

Mouniains ore not known to contaln valuable mineral deposits,

Recreation
The natural area has little value for the weekend recreationist, There are
devel oped Forest compgrounds within a 4-mile radius that offer more recrea-

tlonal activities than the land on or adjacent to the exclosure,

Domage could result from big game hunters ond others who might try to drive
vehicles info the notural area, A 3-wire fence hos been constructed around

the site in order to prevent unauthorized vehicle use,

Water Use o : .

There Is no surface water supply within the natural areq,

Other Uses

The natural area lies within the Pomeroy Cattle and Horse Allotment, A 3-wire ‘

“jack and stay fence constructed in 1967 around the north, west and south sides

ties Into the game-proof fence on the east, This completely encloses the natural

area and will deny access fo catile,




No eiber rasource uses that will disrupt the largsly undisturbsd condition of

the nojural area are planned,

A Forest Service telephone line cresses the northeastern portion of the natural
area. Vehicles used in the maintenance of this line will be excluded from the

arad.

Recommendaiion

I recommend thal the Pafcha Bunchgrass Research Natural Area be established

on the lond described in this report.

Aprii 15, 1968 Submitted: /s/ hRiichaz! M. Buuer
Daje Wildiife Liologist

/8/ David M. Yates

Farester
Aoril 15, 1943 | /s/ Trving E. Smith
Data - Disirict Ranger

7 Recommended: 'Z/ Z{é 4/

ale ,&,&47 Fcy/ v:jr o |
9[’ Q/é ¥ Recommendad; / {( 4_,[/ e ,

Daly 7 . CLatns Raﬁscmi Forester

| 7" //_, éf Recomrnendec- /////ﬁu% g//

ate 1@::9?




10 — 2.5 - L&
bate

B-eDd oL 96
Lale

ET

/ i P
Lrai'e

77 /7EE
v

Approved: | ,1'3»4"’-—3\_ <
Dirﬂc‘u*, Ewst: ot Recreation and~
"ﬂ“‘ 50
Approved: ;22.‘\-} ;,,u:,, P
‘Ceputy CH e E sefirch
. ~
a_v-" / /‘
Ap;.;rcved C Tl T / / J’“' .f.
Ch:ef J 7
3
£
(3%
L




LITN

Pataha Bunchgrass Research
Natural Area

National Forest Land

Private land
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R . PHOTOGRAPHS
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Two views of the Pataha Bunchgrass Reseéarch Natural Area from Iron Spring Road,
Natural Area lies on the other side (west) of the three wire jack and stay fence
across the center of each photo, The Forest Service telephone line crosses the
natural areq, then follows the fron Spring Road to Clearwater Guard Station,




