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 HATURAL ANBAS
¥aoks Table

. Loostion mnd Veserivtien

Yooks Tablie is lossted in Sesss § snd 6, T4 15 ¥a, Be 1 By, Wlle, ou

~ the Naches Renger Distriet of the Smomualnis Watiosal Porest in Washe
iaghon (Fig, 1)e It 48 & bevalt~onpped platesu of 68 asres in ares,
mearly surrounded by presipiteus ¢1iffs with o 200« to J00-fosd wortionl
drop to talus slepes Belowe The only weans of socese iz & Inifeesdge
ridge whish lesds from the level of ths lower surroundinmg terrain te

the bop of the Teble st its weeb end, Although game have mads a treil
up thir ridge, 14 i¥ so wheop smd Yortusds thet dumeetle stook weuld not
willfully traverse it.  Consoquently, Hesks Teble has never hemn grased

by demestie livmatooks
sigal end Climetis Genditions

Baturel eresion has loft Meoks Table an isclated banalt nesa which rises
sbreptly seme 500 feet above the general- slovetien of the survewnding
sountry in the Rettlsenske Draluage (Pige @) The Table tup is & flat

surfess, gloping 4o the nertheast o% the rate of sbeut 10%.

The soll is genstically wery 14 snd probably dorived fram slluvium of
vasslt solls sarried in pricr to the ercsion whinh isolsted the Tables
Thie 1% indioated by o layer of black alsy high Iz orgesie mabter, sad
probubly deposited in e previcus swamp, which underiies s gomsideredle
portion of the presest seils Ihe solls may be divided into thyee typsny
?’; A wealdy podeclised soil, (2) s nonspodevlised shalliwsr ares, snd

%) & roolky; severely ereded strip aleng the sxposed south oreet. With
the exmeption of s rosky sruae, the soils bave a similsr B horisen 8=
dlonting that they ave derived of the smne meterisise They differ in
genosis iargely bessune of their dissimiler govar. & desoription ef emch
wedl type followsy o :

odpoiized sell

he solls of this typs cosur benenth the timbor overstary.
They are soversd with & Pelnoh layer of denwely mabted, pare
tinlly sempumed mall humas derived from pinegreus snd cenifer -
nsedloas The pll of this Ay horisen iz b.bi, er slightly aelds
Fino roots parmeate the layer, This is underisin by an A
horisen, formed by podsolization, of 1ight gray ashy ssnd
{nternixed with numorpus fine roots smd dub little ergsnle
vasidues, Podeclisation has beun errested in the lower herizems,
prebably by emditions of Lempersture snd hmidity wfeverable
te 1%, . - '




. %he bp horizon is a light breen less of orumb stracturas 1%
.. ig very wellow with nmany voots both large snd sreil, end has
s pH of Golje. The texture becomss emewhet heavier with sn dne
grouss v dopth end 3t § inches the B herlzen is enccumtereds
The B horison 13 a gritty oluy with strosgly devoloped mwad :
struoture shoving solleldal sbaining on the slewvage surface.
The pH 1s 5.8, slightly lesor then the sbove horizenss

.- A% 1B inches the B horison ends sherply wmd a blusk frogmental’
' glay is fommds The orgemle Tesidues wre med reccgaisdble and
. the @bire mass i a denaw waxy deposit, probebly remiling =
from & previcus swemps - - - L SERRTENE
2+ Fenepodsolized shalléwer seil o
hose soilé cosur um the gresclmnd sress whers s blsulteswale
topography in oummens The type Iz more rooky Hhin the timber
soil, empeetally in the swaless (o the soll aress betwwen the
- awsles, the A horisen is G inches deeps 1% le novered b omdly
sparse orgsale residus and i¢ bavs in pleces. Ho humified
T 1ibter ewiste. The ncll 9 & light broes frisble loms similer
4o the Az horises Pound om the tivbered sronde % baw a wellow
oranb streeturs with some flos voots intermized, :

. Tha B horison ie alre similar to thet found on the tiobered -
. areasy 1% ie & brom pritey aley with » presounded nut straotures
The oleavage plenes shew oollvidal staining and fow rocke are
Poumd In this horigem. A% approxinstely 10 Inches, numsvous =
- disbtage rooks securs A alight swoumt of l1ime wos feund in this
8§ noriven wnd the pil was 5.5, Thus, senditions arve move alkeline
. hews then in the similer horizen of the tinber woils o

hin aves extends along the gsouth edge of the pleteay end Pepres
sonts sh sres gsoured by wind wmrrontsand waters 1% i prese
tionlly devold of svil and is sowersd by wsemeslidated basals
snd disbags roske | _ _ .

Hoskn Table hes s olimate similer Yo much of the plus oountry en the sast
sicpe of the Weshingbon Cescadess. Eush of the precipiiatics comes in =
the. form of winter onows The springe ere ususlly wet while the sumsers
are heb md dry with some sbormas  ¥Fall ralns In gepbanbor wad Coloher
may precsds 4iw winter saowss The averege wmial precipiteation on Yeeks

. Tekle wey approdmsis 20 oo 85 inchese S L
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Yo legeing or oubbing of 4imber has aver taken pluoe oo Hoeks Tehle,
The Gres cover ls predominately cpen pendercss plne and is intersparved
with soms open grasslsnd parks (Pig, 3)e In two ov three plsces, thers
18 & »ather hesvy mizture of Ueinch to Uelneh dobehe Douglaswris, with

cocaniinal trovs of wosbtorn larch ind white fire Heoh of ¥he ping 4
. mature bo oversaturs with sn setimated volwme of 6,000 Bds fhu por aores
From cbeerwablons mede o the Table, the sits iz s low IV or nigh ¥ sor

pendorosa pines Table ) clessifies Heeka Table by tiwber iype,
Taile 13* e & )
Dpen pendersss pine IR s
| Wixed ponderose pine snd Douglag-rir | Q}ﬁg .
ngaxm TR EACS o
b 68,15

| OF partioular inbersst is the lack of sdvance tres reprofucties n Weeke
Table (Fige 3)s ¥o penderces pine secdlings wers found o the Table in

srosges on Mewks Teble

O w sasple of Ll ploe (sash conteining 100 sgumre Pesk)s The

duskien rocordsd was eight white fir sesdlings which grew en mae plebe

Lightuing strilkss ars evidenoced in weveral eld eabfacns buk Yheve 4z
1ittle avidence of ground firos.

1% i highly fmprobable that there will ever be may demend for the timdey
pn Meoks Tables DBecsuss of ite extross lesesessibility, soy fukurs loge

ging eperstor deubllesy would met ba Intorssted in logping the Table waps

faoge 1% would be impossible te ged present logping machinery owbo

The wideratory vegsteticn iz very sbtrikdng: & pinoprass - alk gedpe
asacoiobion with very high densibies (in some pleoee s grest ss .6)
Geminsbor the immediate enviremment beneath the tleber 4nd nmost of the
opan parkiike sress as woll {Pige b)s A number of bloowlbenenloen cossr

‘@ the Tables Thess are depressiens shers aoil lewel mey be uix or sight
inghes below the level of Yho surrounding solls The ewales support less

- pinegrasy and wore wosdg snd obher greees spocler thun the aljacent higher
fodl aress smd they heve & soably, rocky appearsncss 08 of thess weeles
sppears Iu Flgs S » o T

repros




e marging of the Pable, whers the sofls ars very shillew wnd whers wind -
 welooidies sre exbtremsly high, heve s feir plant cover of mixed grasves,
. weeds, snd shrabs (Pige 6)s Thers is acor torweed present 3x smell

| . pabehes in seversl of the grassland parke.

fable 2 shows the seresges by forsge Hype e ¥osks Tebie while Fige T sitle
ifnes the Toregs types. \ : : .

Table Zs-whtdas of fors go types on -?ﬁauk_& Fakle
T Ferege Gype. % hoves
1Pgaewirttd - R

{sandberg bluegrasu=thraetip 5&5&2@%&&,
epen graselend) S

barusCage | o 30436
{pinegrasswelk sedge in open pendeross pine) |
éoarustage S

{pinsgrass-elk gedge in mized ponderema pine
#ud Douglagefiv) _ L
LoteoePose ‘
O {sabelpine neadlegrass-Sendbeorg bluegrssy in
' tpen pemdercea pine) a i

23425

\

- kst

68.15

1 Keoks Tablo's inmccessibillty, ceshbined with u Yack of water on top, das

: previuded sy presing thors by demestio livestooks Mrs Walt Lindemy, sn
oldetiner whe hag lived Tor 59 years in the valley nosr ¥eoks Table snd

" whe hea boen inkimetely swmdoted with the countyy during that time, veys
thut he hase never inmom of domwestie livestook belng on top of Heoks Tables

- Phe only grasing bas besn that by deer and elke Theee gime snimels bave -
overgrased the Pew. shruby en the Tuble mnd apparontly bod dewm there -
during the summers Bines ek were nob & part ¢f the natdve fauns, having
hosn introduesd by white man to the gemeral reglen, the maderstory vigee
4atden sandot be sald to reprosent ccmpletely virgin er primsvel sondis
tions. But 1t certainly i3 one of the most nowrly virgls vepresenbetiens
of thie type found in Vashingbon or Gregenms '

¥o future change in grasing uwe of Yesks Tabls can bo foressen. The

natural barrisrs isolabing the Teble would eontinue o provent demestls

. livestosk grazing even if it kept its present stetus sud 4id not Leconme
% natural aress . E

- Agrieultursl Velue

Ho part of Meeks Table is wultakle for mhy sgriculural vsds



Atthough no gaolopionl or mineral survey was made of Meoks Tabls thera
is 1ittle likelihood that suy winerals of oommereial valus would bs found
there. T S |

| %hw Pablie Usng

"It eamiet bs visiomod that amy publie uwee would ever Yo made of Meske

Table gutside of selonbifie stedy of the vagebutive oonditions existing
Theree It ls g¢ inecosesidle theb even these desiring to vielt the area

Fow people have over been on Heoke Table.

oub of ouriceity would bs dlsccurazed by the neosdzary trip. Hslatively

- Fablie Yenbliont

He younding oub of the loswl people was mude shout ¥esks Teble elng cons
siderad a2 a netirsl srons However, in view of ibe insecessibility, sise,
dack of publio values, ud relstive umlmportande %o the loocul eveummy, i
san sov ney wenblwend nrising in epposition. : , _

&msa&fhiiiﬁ o

Hecke Table our be reashed by treveling in the Neches Disteles of the
Snoqualnie Netlens) Ferest up the Hattleameke Roed to the Bwhtlesmake

Guard Statieny thenee by forest treil west about 3% wiles %o NeDanlel

Lakey thonoe centinuing nortimest on Porest teail Por sppreximetely 13
wiless themge across oountry gemerslly porth for abeut 1 mile to the woat
end of the Tablep thenee up narrew knifessdye ridge by old geme drail to

the top of the Table, The Table is in view muoh of the t3ms uiber leaviag
Battlesneke Ouard Statidn. o - o .

' Mtifi&a%ig;. ef Provessl | P

¥seks Teble represents pendeross pins forest in ss mearly virgin sendis
tiom a8 oan. be found in ¥ashington snd Oregene Mnforetion can be seoursd
from Feoks Table whish will give w pleture of the fevest wndiaturbed Y
1ivestook grasing and provide oys to mensglsg poadevoss pine Parogty

0 galn propor stosking with dres reprodustion. To porpetuate such a
repourse for wtudy mnd chservation 1s highly desiveble.

Batting aside Weeks Table as a matursl sres would in nv ways affact the
miangement of the land sud ferest resource of the Swequalimie Vetionsl
Fereste - | - S o
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Figure 1
Location of Meeks Table
‘ Snogualimie National Forest
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!iw; evetineks Teble, Naches Ramger District, Snoqualmie Watiemul Porest,
- ¥ Sn the cenber buokground. This pioture shows the southeast mnd sast
% of the Table and the presipitous roek feces whioh form these sides,

N

Pigure 3.ei predominantly opem ponderocss pine type with smarmﬂnﬁ EPasse
land arees covers most of the top of ¥eaks Table, Two of the stpiking =
%Sngn ragarding the plan’h oover shown in ﬂtis gietum are the almos




Figure ;,k;-»m predominant ground cover even in the grassland openings is
pizegrass and eolk sedge on the deeper solls. MNotice hore again the
almogt complete lack of any tree reproduction. :

- Mgure Gemein the foreground is shewn en arsa which, if in depleted oonditlon,
would probably be the swals of the blsculteswale topogrephy of our soab
ridgess Many different grass species are present in those swale areass
Daminent of theso is nseedlegrass, with Sandberg blueprass, onespilke cate.
grass, and ocomsienal plants of bluebunch wheatgrass as agscolated spesies.
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TE i Figure Seeelhe exponsd amtwéw margin of Mecks %able;»mw normal ﬁiad
' erosion is very high, lovks very soabby, oven where there is falr denaity
. of wized low grasses, weods, sud shrudbss = _ | . .
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NATURAL AREA INFORMATION FORM
: 1, Name of Natural Area = Meeks Table Natural Area
2. Administering Agency U. S. Forest Service
3. Supervising Field Unit  Snoqualmie National Forest
4, State and County Washington, Yakima County
5. latitude and Longitude . /2/°,7' e eag’

(Thls m‘Fozmatlon will not be glven to the generai public)

6. Primary type on areas S.AF—Z37, 38 Acres

7. Other important types represented on area:

7a, Potanic SAF - 214, 21 Acres * K P W”cuﬂ{!&-*:‘?"’ﬁﬂw‘)mri

et :‘.‘j "?-.:'» G crpen " 4“:‘; R fgqf"a -“-_.f'm o
) v
K2 e, * -)n’,f;n._..,fﬂ- F QA ures

7b. Zoologic 2 y?

e am

7c. Geologic

7d. Adquatic

8, Acreage - 68 Acres

9. Elevation and Topography Max. 4,500'; Min. 4,300';
Rolling

. - Director
10, For information contact:

— PNW Forest Experiment qtaﬁon
— 6bth Ave, '
P. G, Box 314
Tﬁnr‘*hnﬂ Oreann 97208

Thls form should be fﬂ?ed olt in accordance wlth the instructions on the
accompanym nfarmatlon sheet, o




