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The comuittes OR experimesntal forests and recges and pafural |
arsas vaan they Get on February ¥, 1932 znd decided o tim setting aside
of the Tind River Zxperimantal Forsst agreed that approximataly 900 acres
of the withdrawel ahould be further set up as o addltion to the exlating
virgin timber ressrvation of 280 acres. This axisting ressrvation was
zgroad upon At deseribed {n letters and memorands dating from Scpt-.bn-,
1925 to October, 1926, and was apprured as sn administrative site anl des-
igatel as the *TTout Creek Prperimmital Forest™ by Idetrict Forester |
Srenger's "RS Superrision — Esasrved Sites” letter dated October 5, 1928,

Thare 1s no resord in our files of this area baving been set aside
as & patural arsae by the Forewster s 1s Tequilwd by the modification of
Tegulation L-20 dated iugust 7, 1930; tharwfore, toth tle sxiating ares
aad ths proposed additioa can b included in this Teport for the Forwstar?s
aprroval ent will be inown es "The Tind River Hatural Area”,

Location and Ihseripﬁm

“he proposed withidrawal s loated asar the geographic canter of
s broad beit of Site II amd ITT Douglas fir that extends north in "ashing-
ton and south 1o Oregon on the west alops of the Cascads Range at the
ziddle elevations. It is admirably sulted, both from $he standpoint of
composit1on and location for tle purpoms of pressrvying virgln forest ocon-
ditions and te ultimate developmwmt of the ¢limax type for resesrch and
educational parpomss. On parts of the area tha developamt of the al!.m.x
t7pe 18 mell under Wy at tie DPresast tine,

The trect lies within the bounderies of the Wind Riwr Frperimsmial
Forsst on the Columbia Hationm) Porsst and may be reached by s 70 mile
- smfaced highway from the Fortland hesdquorters md a 2-mile foreat Ioad
Ifrom the Tind River FMeld Station hesdquartars at Stabler, Tashinsgton,
Soth tha origimel reservetion and proposed addition are shown cn map Tige
1 end on the experiamtsl romt type map aidi sstimte sheet,

The srea lies mostly in the Trout Cresk watarsbed axtending from
“rout Cresk north through the low divide into the #ind River drainege.
The legul subdivisions inoluded are as followsé

The original Tessrvation:
Mr of NEk, S5 of FEL, and N7 of Ses, 21, T. 4 N., R. 7 Z, (280 &)
o '\-? prpossd additica: .
.. Ek ot S% =nd 5% of SE} of Sec. 8 {160 &.)
’ Mmaerﬁors«. 17 , (480 A.)
NE} and tImt part of M} of %% and Ih of ¥ that lies north and east

of a O~foot strip along Trout Creek iz Sec, 20 T4 N, R 7 E (260 4.)
making a totel of nppronlnd.r 00 mcres.

Zessony for saleoting ﬂ_.ﬂ!ﬁﬂ treet from watershed

This urea wus seleated from tl» 15,000-at6re timbered Trout Creek
mtershed for the following reasonst

1. The ares is beautifully typical of the virgin forests of the
Douglaas fir reglion,

2. Lying rithin two wiles of the Tind River Nursary, Hewlosk Rznger
Station and the Tind River Ermaeh of thw Experizent Statiom, it
is admirably lomted for adwinistration and stady,

3. This truct oun better be imclated ani motscted nvl inwrferemse
=hen the remainder of the watershed 1a logged; cnly the west bound-
ary will be sxposed to future logging and that lies within the sx-
parimantel forwst. ' The ares 0 the nOTSh snd sast was logped ani
now bas a lS-year old stand of young growth: to tls south, half of
mmmlmmmmuunoumtcmmw

b ait. Lylng io 1ta stTutegis position 14 divides the wtersbed
with u barrier of green timber that w{ll hawe & tendsnsy to stop

aveeping fires from getting started apd -wug fram one sud of the
vTallay t¢ the othar,

Fhysical and Climatio Comditions

mdonﬂnorthmmhmwmrnthtth

toposraphy is-not rugged, mms of ths area be flag J.om
but alans t!'.l -ut amd thame 14 ahawmd 4 -___iu - . oF gunily a
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mm_nt Cover Tyoes

- Zrcept LOT about 43 acrss of cedar tyze in tihe NE; of Sectionm 21
E- .nd o few acles 110 t» S¥ of Section 20 whers the Ersa was toucned by the
-1902 Tacalt burm, ti» eatire tract is trptcul mturs md over~maturs Dougles
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The merchantable volums in M feet of timbar as shown by the rsgiocoal
ygoonnaissanoe cruise made in 1911 by Hestings 1s 2e follows:

D. fir Failoak True firs 5. Ploe Cedar Total
Presant resarvation 5786 T 2038 613 -] 1353 10458
‘Propossd addition 24847 7602 T 1286 | 1884 308 35728
Total 30413 SE40 139 2549 16482 46'1&3

Cheok cruises Asis {n Section 21 by Strehle in 1925 and of Section 17
st the Bf of 20 by Eriegleb in 1929 abow somewimt higher volumes.

3ince most of tiw perchantable volune is contaized in the large
old~groth trees, the trPe Fp shows most of the arsa as maturs Douglos fir
Mt that does not glve 4 true pldture of the stand for natiral aresa PUIpoOsss.
Over ti» entirs arsa thers is an ubderstary of hemlook, cedar, Yoy, sod the
tras flrs of varying dwoei ¥y and - sizs, some of shich la ol ready Dercheitable.

Eroadlen’ trews Dot mentionsd showe but conoring on the area parii-
cularly in zoist locatices are bigleaf mapls, cotiwowad, tlder, Oregon
ash, cherry, willow, =nd dogsoods

Thare iv a mu.na eover of brmb end herbaceous plants undn- the
ttnb-r owr the sntire area, in places it 1 dense eanough to oover pmcti-
cally all uwmocoupied surface. The principal specisa ars salel, Oregon grape,
mekleberry, pachistima, vine -pl.-. bazal, beargrass, vaallla leaf, twin-
flowes, and ferns.

The area is sossntially forest produsiag land and bas never been
gomsidered frem s watershed protection gtandpoint.

‘ Tt 1s probadble tlat the existizg stand followsd s firs but tiere
is no evidecoe of fire having cccurTed sinos excepd on the mmll ares in
saction BQ timt wms toudhed by the Tacals burn ia 1902,

 Agriouitirsl Yalus

The tire area is in \'I.rcll Hater apd un. of it has svar besn
wltinhd.

Kot more than 2% po: omst of 1he arsa is susceptibdle to cultivation
but becouss of climatic canditions aad cost of claaring thare ia little
douht of tim land aver having a greater Talue far agTioulturel wrpoa-l

- either with or without irrigatiem,

Gras Yalus

The truet in 1ts present virgin timber stute has practically no
grazing valus; bowsvar, surTounding. la.uda ot & aimilar aaturs but outaver
are grased by dattle and abeep,

. Thare 18 Do ;Hak regularly grazed on tiv arsa at tie pno-f : .
tine, Wt sheep guing to sl coming from thewir high mouniain rmge are ' )
tratled through part of tie ares.

Mineral Velos

The ares has B0 kunow or present or prospective mingrsl vilue,

Othar Uses

Tha topography 1s sush that the srea would not be of value for
reserwir develommant either fory irrigation or hydro—elsotric powr,

Some bunting is done on the area, ut this ues will Dever increese
to a point vhere it will interferv with satural conditions. Flabing and
Twereational wee my develop along Trous Creek, but to svold disturbanoe
from this use & XO-foot strip 1s being left alang the side of the strems.




TEE WDID RIVER [UTURAL AREL
Zspresenting the Douglea Fir Tr7e
Columbia Hatianal Yorest

(Fags 2)

Sesearch Tork

Stulies of seed fzll, seed storags in tis Torest floar, germina-
tien wnder virgin timbesr, Themology, moisture content of forsst 1i tiar,
sad forest soil studias are now under way ad pore studies will bs taken
up later, i technical descriptiocn of the area should be prepared by the
Experitent Station at tiw sarliest opportunity tint will cover fixed areas
and photograpiic pofnte. :

" Yanegecwot

~he Tind River Natural ires w111 be maintained free from cutting,
graring, or other toms of use 12 = far as 1% 15 possible o d0 80, Ho
oscuraney under speeial use permit shxll be allowed, or tle comstrmnotica
of permanent iDREroveoents by any publia aganoy be parnitted axcept as )
authorized by tha Forwster or by the Seorwtary of jgricul ture, The Forest
Supefvisor will be responsible for protesting s srea against fire amd
agzinat trespamd.

Ths arsa 18 so looated that its satiing anide as a patural wsa
should in po way interfere with the porsml administratica of yurround-
ing caticnal forast land, o
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By virtis of the enthorisy vestad in ma by Rege 1-20 of the regulaticns
of the Secrstary of Jgricul ware relating to the ocoupmsdy, Wae, protection,
end administration of tie Kationsl Tarssts, I do harebdy dexigmaie a e

Tnd River Natmral irea tls lmnds described in a repory dated July 20, 193%,
by Leo A Isanc; said 1mds aball hareafter be administgred aa & Natural Ares
subject to the provisions of sald regnletion and the ctions tereunder.
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