RESEARCH NATURAL AREA (RNA) PROGRAM

PACIFIC NORTHWEST RESEARCH STATION/R06

RESEARCH APPROVAL REQUEST FORM

Information and Instructions 

Research Natural Areas (RNA's) are established by the USDA Forest Service to set aside representative examples of natural ecosystems for non-destructive research activities. All research use of RNAs in Oregon and Washington requires approval by the Director of the Pacific Northwest Research Station (PNW) or if within congressionally designated areas, then by the Regional Forester. Applications for most small-scale studies will be approved by the 

Station Director. Where appropriate, a Station scientist may be assigned as liaison. When proposed research will involve several Research Natural Areas, please complete one research request form and attach a list with the name and location of each area. 

As part of this research approval, the researcher agrees to notify the appropriate Ranger District office when field work is being conducted. In addition, plant and animal specimens collected during the course of study will be deposited in a herbarium or museum approved by the Station Director. Special permits are required for collection of any threatened, endangered, or sensitive species. 

 All research users of RNAs are expected to file a brief summary report with the Pacific Northwest Research Station when work is completed. This report may be in the form of a letter that outlines findings. To assist the Forest Service in compiling research information from RNAs, we also request copies of any publications or reports derived from this research for our files. Please send this application, and any other correspondence regarding research 

use of RNA's in Washington and Oregon to: 

Todd M. Wilson, PNW RNA Coordinator

Pacific Northwest Research Station 

3200 SW Jefferson, WA
Corvallis, OR 97331
twilson@fs.fed.us 

In urgent cases, preapproval may be granted by telephone. Application form must follow. Call (503) 750-7288. 

STUDY TITLE:
RNA name: 
National Forest: 

District:

State:
County:            

Is RNA in: 
Wilderness_____ Wild and Scenic River_____ National Recreation Area_____ N/A_____ 

PRINCIPLE INVESTIGATOR
Name: 
Title: 

Affiliation: 

Business address: 

E-mail:
Phone: 

STUDY SUMMARY
Objectives: 

Research Approach (methods, sample collection required, deposition of specimens, etc.): 

Study location within RNA (attach map if necessary): 

Will this study require experimental manipulation yes_____ no_____? 
If yes, please describe: 

Proposed starting date of research: 
Duration: 

Signature of PI __________________________________________ Date __________ 

APPROVED BY _______________________________________________ Date__________ 

STATION DIRECTOR OR REGIONAL FORESTER IF IN CONGRESS. DESIGNATED AREA 

**Work on Threatened, Endangered, or Sensitive plants requires additional Federal or State permits** 

REVIEWER RECOMMENDATIONS 

RNA NAME: 

PNW/R06 reviewer: 

Comments: 

Approval [] recommended [] not recommended 

by _________________________________________________ Date_________ 

     Title:R06/PNW Natural Area Coordinator 

District Ranger: 

Comments: 

 Approval [] recommended [] not recommended 

by _________________________________________________ Date_________ 

     Title: 

