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Bird's eye view of Salem,

Oregon 1876. Drawn by

E. S. Glover from F. A.

Smith's photograph. A.L.

Bancroft & Company,

lithographers.
Photo: Library of Congress Geography

and Map Division Washington, D.C.

Call number: G4294.S3A3 1876 .G6;

Control number: 75694940

Clackamas men with face decoration.  Painting by Paul Kane, 1846.
Stark Museum of Art, Orange, Texas.

Interior of ceremonial lodge, Columbia R.  Painting by Paul Kane, 1846.
Stark Museum of Art, Orange, Texas.

Eugene, Oregon April 1924,

looking north-northeast.
Photo: University of Oregon Special Collection

Background:  Sketch map of Oregon Territory.  Exhibiting the locations of the various Indian Tribes.  Prior to 1858.
Coquille Indian Tribe/ University of Oregon Potlatch 1997 gift;  National Archives Records Administration, Washington, D.C.;  University of Oregon SWORP P0597C3346.



Willamette River Basin Atlas

2nd Edition

51

Human Populations

An understanding of human population patterns and trends is essential for tracking
historical landscape change, and for anticipating possible future human relations with
the land.  Such analyses help identify factors that influence where people choose to live
and the rate of population growth.  With the 1990 population in the basin expected to
double by the year 2050, by projecting likely future population patterns and trends, we
can anticipate potential problems and design policies to better safeguard both the quality
of life for the basin’s residents and the quality of the environment. We begin this chapter
with a look at the past.

By 1850, the Native American population had been greatly reduced by disease and
forced removal, and the first major wave of EuroAmerican settlement was underway.
These early settlers were powerfully drawn to floodplains for fertile agricultural soils
and to rivers for energy and transportation.  The resulting location of early cities has left
a legacy that persists today.  The highest population densities occur along the Willamette
River and particularly at the confluences of the major rivers:  in Eugene (Coast Fork
Willamette, Middle Fork Willamette, and McKenzie Rivers), Corvallis/Albany (Marys,
Calapooia, and Willamette Rivers), Salem (Willamette River), and Portland (Willamette,
Clackamas, and Columbia Rivers).  These areas of population growth coincide with
some of the most productive agricultural land in the basin.

The total population has increased each decade from 1850 to the present-day, al-
though the rate of growth has fluctuated with changing economic and social conditions.
The spatial distribution of the population has likewise shifted.  As the economy has
gradually changed from a resource-based economy, mainly forestry and farming, to a
high-tech manufacturing and information-based economy, population growth has been
increasingly concentrated in urban areas, where most jobs are located, and nearby resi-
dential areas.  The U.S. Bureau of the Census defines an urbanized area as composed of
one or more places with a minimum of 50,000 people and a density of at least 1,000
people per square mile.  By 1990, over 80% of the basin’s population lived in areas with
1,000 or more people per square mile.  Areas within city limits occupied 4% of the total
area in the Willamette Basin.


